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Students protest WHINSEC 


Sam Hopkins '06 


This past November, a group of 
six students and two teachers from St. 
Edward spent a weekend in Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. The reason: to protest the 
Western Hemisphere Institute for Security 
Cooperation, formerly known as the 
School of the Americas. 

According to the School of the 
Americas Watch, WHINSEC is a United 
States Army school that has trained over 
60,000 Latin American soldiers in coun¬ 
terinsurgency techniques, sniper training, 
commando warfare, and interrogation tac¬ 
tics. Graduates have used the school's 
training to wage war against their own 
people. 

Graduates of the School of the 
Americas were responsible for the mur¬ 
ders of Archbishop Oscar Romero and 
Sister Dorothy Kazel, as well as the mur¬ 
ders, rapes, and tortures of countless oth¬ 
ers. 

After a fourteen hour overnight 
bus trip, the first event the St. Edward 
group attended was a student caucus. It 
was a brief seminar discussing ways to 
inform others about the atrocities of 
WHINSEC. After attending the student 
caucus, the group departed to attend the 
protest in front of the gate to the school. 
The entire road leading up to the base was 
closed for the several events that took 
place. 

Before entering the demonstra¬ 
tion site, however, all protesters were 
required to submit to a police search. 
Many protesters considered the search 
unconstitutional and signed documents 
saying that they did not consent to the 
search, but most everyone accepted the 


search anyway. 

Inside the demonstration were 
many booths set up by a multitude of polit¬ 
ical groups opposing WHINSEC. SOA 
Watch, the organization that coordinates 
the protest, set up a stage directly in front 
of the school's gate. Throughout the week¬ 


end, many speakers and musicians per¬ 
formed for the demonstrators. 

On Saturday, however, the Army 
staff on the base played military marches 
over their own loudspeakers, lessening the 
audibility of the events onstage. The St. 
Edward group spent Saturday afternoon 


exploring the different events taking place 
in the demonstration. One such event was 
a parade, complete with effigies and skits 
to represent the problems WHINSEC has 
caused. 

Saturday evening was spent at the 
Days Inn motel, where the Cleveland 


group was spending the night. St. Edward 
students were given the option to attend a 
Roman Catholic Mass at the demonstra¬ 
tion site. Everyone used Saturday evening 
as a time to unwind after a long bus ride 
and a hectic day. 

Events recommenced early 


Sunday morning. At 7:30 A.M., the group 
cleared the hotel and departed for the 
demonstration site. After exploring the 
site for a couple hours, the weekend's main 
event, the solemn funeral procession, 
began. 

Demonstrators filed themselves 
into rows of ten people as they approached 
the gate of WHINSEC. Before each line of 
demonstrators would advance, people 
onstage would sing the name and age of a 
person killed by graduates of WHINSEC. 

Demonstrators held up crucifixes 
and called out, "jPresente!" as each line 
advanced. In front of the gate and metal 
fence, many demonstrators dressed as 
murder victims, complete with stage 
blood, and lay on the ground. 

Some demonstrators jumped over 
the fence and trespassed onto the base. A 
group of Army officers were present on the 
other side, ready to arrest anyone who 
chose to trespass. 

Fr. Ben Jimenez, a Cleveland 
priest, intentionally trespassed and was 
arrested during the Sunday vigil. In all, 
twenty-nine people were arrested for 
intentionally trespassing onto the base. 
One man was arrested for entering the 
demonstration after refusing the police 
search. 

St. Edward students spent Sunday 
afternoon visiting various booths and help¬ 
ing the Inter-Religious Task Force, a 
Cleveland organization that had worked 
with the St. Edward group to go to 
Georgia. At 4:30 P.M., the Inter-Religious 
Task Force bus departed for Cleveland, 
ending the stay in Georgia. 

The students who took part in the 
trip found it to be a unique and education¬ 
al experience, while having a great time. 



Community service programs improve 


Nimit Kapoor ‘06 


It has been two years since Mr. 
Chris Kerr has been at St. Edward High 
School. In those two years, his presence 
has been felt among the St. Edward com¬ 
munity. Mr. Kerr, who came on to join pri¬ 
marily to aid in campus ministry work has 
also become an invaluable teacher in the 
religion department. 

Ms. Torrence, who has been at St. 
Edward for twenty-five years, was origi¬ 
nally in charge of the Campus Ministry 
office. Since then, it has undergone major 
changes 

One of the most recent changes is 
the use of mission books in tracking com¬ 
munity service. “Having Mission Books 
separating each class requirement provid¬ 
ed more structure to the community serv¬ 
ice program and also challenged the stu¬ 
dents a bit more,” said Mr. Kerr. 
Freshman and sophomores have been the 
first to experience the new program that 
continues throughout a student’s four 
years at St. Ed’s. 

Despite taking large amounts of 
extension forms, Mr. Kerr remains opti¬ 
mistic that students are not taking advan¬ 


tage of them. In fact, he acknowledges the 
fact that students participate in many activ¬ 
ities. Sophomores have currently submit¬ 
ted more extension forms than the fresh¬ 
men class. Furthermore, there will be no 
limit to the number of extensions forms in 
the future. 

Nonetheless, the Mission books 
have been a success. Mr. Kerr says, “I 
want students to work more towards their 
mission statement and upon graduation. 
Serving others is an important way to work 
towards having the competence to see and 
the courage to act.” 

“The fact that we’re doing visits 
instead of hours allows each student to 
gain a full experience of volunteering in 
the community,” said sophomore Aseem 
Garg. He is one of many who have been 
motivated to complete more visits than 
necessary. 

Though students are central to the 
community service program, our faculty 
also plays a major role. Many students 
have been given an opportunity to com¬ 
plete all requirements at school with 
involvement in peer tutoring, Habitat for 
Humanity, Community Meals, and the 
annual Food Drive. Many well-known 


teachers have been dedicated to these pro¬ 
grams since the start. 

Habitat for Humanity has been 
established for more than ten years here at 
St. Edward. The club helps provide ade¬ 
quate volunteers for the Cleveland chapter 
of Habitat for Humanity. Habitat for 
Humanity primarily works to provide stu¬ 
dents with knowledge of the realities that 
families face in trying to attain sufficient 
housing in our world. For the first time 
ever, St. Edward has consistently had more 
than fifteen students participate. 
Normally, St. Edward participates in 
events on Saturdays from 8:30 A.M. to 
1:00 RM. Members meet at the Karamu 
House on 2355 East 89th Street. 

The Community Meals have been 
organized since 1993, and are currently 
held on the last Wednesday of each month. 
Headed by Mr. Bosley and Mr. Reiling, the 
Thanksgiving Community Meal was a 
major success. Community Meals are usu¬ 
ally a two day endevor in which students 
help with everything from making food to 
cleaning up dishes and mopping floors 
afterwards. 

“You get a different feeling inside 
of you when you know that, by volunteer¬ 


ing for two hours, your work will go such 
a long way and help so many people,” 
said junior Matt Perciavalle. 

Motivated by the Mission Books 
at first, students have been consistently 
coming back for more as they continually 
work towards the mission statement. 

The Food Drive was a prominent 
example of how the Mission program 
helps students indulge in their craving to 
help society. The program helps bring stu¬ 
dents closer to their faith by helping out 
neighboring cities. This past fall, collect¬ 
ed fourteen thousand pounds of canned 
food, setting a new school record. Each 
day, students were eager to participate in 
the Food Drive. They showed their 
earnestness by handing bags out and col¬ 
lecting food in thirty-five degree weather. 

Most of the food that is donated is 
taken to the Lakewood Christian Service 
Center. “I was very impressed and pleased 
with the amount of food that St. Ed’s has 
been able to donate,” Said Steve 
Greenwall, the head of the Lakewood 
Christian Service Center. From there, 
many of the perishable goods we donated 
to other satellites that the Lakewood 
Christian Service Center operates. 
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Cheers and Jeers 

Cheers to the solidarity shown by St. 
Edward at the funeral of Eric Gamble. 

Jeers to overly generous football referees 
rewarding Southern Ohio opponents with 
first downs. 


Holiday spirit flourishes 
as Christmas draws closer 


Cheers to Christmas break and early dis¬ 
missals. 

Jeers to endless college applications and 
the forms they needlessly require. 

Cheers to the annual Senior Wish List. 
May it live many more years. 

Jeers to strict dress code enforcement. 
Possession of white socks is a felony. 

Cheers to a short third term. Fourth term 
mornings will be far superior. 

Jeers to Oklahoma and the BCS. Can 
anyone say overrated? 

Cheers to the anti-Spam legislation 
passed by Congress. Now, teenagers have 
no need to refinance their mortgages. 

Jeers to the flu. It’s coming this way... 

Cheers to milkshakes. Turn it up 
la.. .la.. ..la.. .la.. .la 

Jeers to no pep rally before the state 
championship football game or anytime 
throughout the playoffs. 

Cheers to everyone participating in the 
Giving Tree. You have found the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

Jeers to random network failure. We need 
A1 Gore’s expertise. 

Cheers to Howard Dean. Go, Doctor 
Howie, go! All the way to general election 
defeat! 

Jeers to Archibald. He’ll never get all the 
sugar dissolved. 

Cheers to more cabbages. They’re 
smarter than they look. 

Jeers to criticism of this page. It will not 
be tolerated! John Ashcroft has been duly 
notified. 

Cheers to Kairos. KAI-RRROOOS! 


Andy Kane’04 


As December lurches on, children 
and parents around the country are getting 
ready for what is to be the most anticipated 
holiday of the year. Originally a religious 
holiday, Christmas has developed into a 
tribute to mass-consumerism and self- 
indulgence in America. Although the afore¬ 
mentioned qualities are ever present during 
the Christmas season, the general public 
still manages to make room for what 
Hallmark and Kodak have coined as “fuzzy 
memories.” Most of these are celebrated 
over piles of presents, with the children’s 
faces lighting up like halogen lamps. Still, 
one thing resonates throughout everything 
done during the weeks preceding the holi¬ 
day: the inevitable Christmas spirit. 

Everywhere one goes, the halls 
are decked with both holiday decoration 
and holiday cheer. People are willing to put 
their troubles and differences aside, in 
order to make holiday shopping and travel¬ 
ling as easy as possible. Newspapers are 
filled with stories of holiday courtesy, nay 
holiday magic, as people around the coun¬ 
try come together to usher in this day of 
charity and kindness. 

On November 26th, sometimes 
referred to as the biggest shopping day of 
the year, thousands of shoppers around the 
country lined up outside Wal-Mart stores, 
in hopes of acquiring the deals that awaited 
them inside. The prize on everyone’s mind 
was a DVD player priced at $29.87. 

Around the country, “Black 
Friday” proceeded as usual. Ridiculous 
amounts of hungry consumers crowded 
into stores like Wal-Mart, and piled dozens 
of products into their shopping carts. Long 
lines at the registers followed, and the 
lucky few managed to make it out of the 
store with everything that had intended to 
purchase. This ritual turned especially sour 
for one woman in Orange City, Fla. 

Awaiting the opening of the local 
Wal-Mart, angry customers began to pound 
on the glass doors, hoping to get inside for 
their DVD player. As the doors were 
opened, the customers piled in “like a herd 


of elephants.” As Patricia Vanlester was 
rushing into the store along with the crowd, 
she was knocked to the ground and was 
subsequently trampled. Apparently, the 
other customers were unconcerned with 
their fellow elephants. The 30-dollar DVD 
player was all that was in their hearts and 
minds. 

The woman was knocked uncon¬ 
scious during the stampede, and the faint 
jingle of Christmas music could be heard 
over the massacre. The woman was entered 
into a local hospital following the incident. 

Originally a religious holiday, 
Christmas has developed into a tribute 
to mass-consumerism and self-indul¬ 
gence in America. Although the afore¬ 
mentioned qualities are ever present 
during the Christmas season, the gen¬ 
eral public still manages to make room 
for what Hallmark and Kodak have 
coined as “fuzzy memories.” 

Evidently, the holiday spirit was alive and 
well in retail stores that morning. 
Customers were willing to put their needs 
aside to help others, and to make sure no 
one was killed in the process. It is a shame 
Kodak representatives were not present 
during the time to capture it all for a future 
commercial. 

Elsewhere, national retailer 
Abercrombie and Fitch was stocking its 
latest catalog. A&F’s approach to the holi¬ 
day season was to publish a catalog that 
would appeal to its target demographic: 
adolescents and young adults. It is quite 
understandable that this catalog displayed 
racy images, more fit for a 50th anniver¬ 
sary issue of another popular magazine 
than a clothing catalog. What is ironic 
about the entire issue is that this company’s 
attempt to sell clothing is to portray models 
wearing little to nothing at all. 

Regardless, the catalog, like its 
predecessors, had conservative mothers 
everywhere up in a storm. They were call¬ 
ing for its immediate removal and censor¬ 
ship. The issue was recently pulled from 


A&F locations. Representatives from A&F 
declined to comment on the matter. They 
were probably too caught up in the magic 
to make a statement. 

By the grace of the holiday 
deities, the Christmas spirit extends to rural 
areas as well as in cities. Recently, a col¬ 
lection of Christmas decorations was stolen 
from a local school in rural Stoner Prairie 
(not made up). Apparently, the local 
authorities have been looking into the mat¬ 
ter, and have no suspects. 

Authorities do, however, blame 
the incident on what they have called “teen 
holiday mischief.” Although untouched by 
ambient light, the light of the holiday sea¬ 
son shone on the city of Stoner Prairie that 
day. Locals were so caught up in the magic 
that they could not wait until Christmas to 
experience it, and took action. Now that’s 
getting into the season. 

From endless traffic jams, to rav¬ 
ages at the grocery store, to the bouncing of 
checks and credit suicide, it is impossible 
to miss the spirit during the Christmas sea¬ 
son. It is encouraging to think that for one 
month out of the year, people can come 
together to genuinely appreciate each 
other, a behavior appropriate for the sea¬ 
son. So in the next few weeks, whether you 
are writing Christmas cards, or caroling 
though the neighborhood, or getting in a 
fight over the last copy of Tony Hawk’s 
Underground at K-Mart, keep in mind that 
the spirit is all around you. It is already, 
and it sure to be, a wonderful Christmas 
season. 

(Source: Yahoo News, www.Yahoo.com) 

... and a Happy 
New Year 2004! 
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Point-Counterpoint 


the name of religion 

Brian Graney ’04 labeled “secular.” Thus, some religions are treated with a certain amount of parity. 

acceptable, as long as they are not Since public school districts have made 
The term Christmas has quickly Christian. such a decision, Christian students are 

become taboo for many secularists seeking Unfortunately this phenomenon is forced to indulge in the beliefs of various 

to undermine Christian beliefs. Using free- not unique to New York, school boards and minority faiths, while being prohibited to 
dom of religion as a guise to oppose public institutions across the country are even display symbols that accurately 
Christianity beliefs, the New York City playing mum’s the word with Christmas, reflect their Christian faith. 

School District has criminalized Christian Hanukkah and Kwanzaa are given their Secularism has altered our Pledge 

symbols that represent Christmas. Nativity own curriculum, while expressions of of Allegiance, sought to nullify our nation- 
scenes are strictly outlawed along with the Christianity are severely penalized. There al motto, and now has played the role of 
Baby Jesus, the Three Kings, and anything is a great amount of irony involved in des- the Grinch who stole Christmas. The 
else that remotely resembles the Son of ignating the largest religious group in notion that allowing nativity scenes in pub- 
God. America as “contrary to historical fact,” lie schools will suppress other faiths is 

While the school board was busy and offensive to non-Christians. The only absolutely ludicrous, 
banning Christmas, it welcomed menorahs insult involved is the discriminate nature of As long as the public sector 

and Kwanzaa religious symbols with open banning Christmas from the halls of public approaches the issue of religion with 
arms. Rather than treat each religious fair- schools. objectivity, no faith will be left out in the 

ly, religions deemed with minority were The Constitution provides free- manger. So, when celebrating this 

given special treatment while the dominant dom of religion, not freedom from religion Christmas, remember all the school chil- 
faith was given no treatment at all. The Inasmuch as numerous school districts are dren prohibited from celebrating their own 
nativity scene is viewed as “strictly reli- eager to each students Islamic and faith. Merry Christmas! Or Happy non- 
gious,” while the menorah and crescent are Buddhist studies, each religion should be Christian Holidays! 

Nativity scenes are coercive 
to public school students 

Brian Crisan ’04 Either restrict all religious images to indi- you heard someone say they were going to 

vidual, private expression or give all reli- put up their “Ramadan Tree” this year?) 

In an ideal society, religious dis- gions equal public display. Either of these Nonetheless, these same images do not 
plays would not be offensive to anyone, approaches would safeguard against the explicitly depict central religious figures. 

Similarly, however, an ideal society would possibility of government favoritism Therefore, such images can also take on a 
not let religious fanatics use public class- towards one religion over another. generalized, secular meaning, 

rooms to coerce our children with religion. A Brooklyn school district It’s far too simple for the 

Since we do not live in an ideal attempted to take the latter approach when Christian majority to take one controver- 
society, there are two ways to approach the banning the display of nativity scenes in sial issue and exploit it as an act of dis- 
issue of religion in the public domain, public schools. A Catholic mother, Andrea crimination. Instead of examining the 

Skoros, sued the school system and issue rationally, angry fanatics are quick to 
claimed that the district was unfairly dis- claim that secularism is out to steal 
criminating against Christianity. She Christmas from the nation. Such state- 
claimed that school policy endorses the ments only hide the truth about a secular 
display of other religious images such as state: it ensures religious freedom for citi- 
menorahs and crescent stars. zens of every faith. 

The judgment of the district may Skoros’ children have not lost 

be questionable but it doesn’t amount to their constitutional right to free religious 
outright discrimination against expression. What they have lost is their 
Christianity. unconstitutional right to coerce others with 

Take, for instance, the fact that explicitly religious displays. The degree of 
the school district’s policy allows the dis- religiosity that menorahs and crescents 
play of Santa and Christmas trees. The represent is too minimal to be considered 
district reasoned that such items, along explicitly coercive, 
with menorahs and crescent stars, are sec¬ 
ular in nature and therefore merit display. 

However, one could easily argue that 
Santa and Christmas trees have Christian 
connotations. 

Why did the district then decide 
to ban the display of nativity scenes? The 
district reasoned that nativity scenes 
explicitly depict a religious figure and not 
just the general holiday season. 

The explicit display of a nativity 
scene is undeniably coercive. Such scenes 
feature the birth of Jesus Christ as the Son 
of God and therefore breach any attempt to 
keep public classrooms secular. However, 
the display of the other images mentioned 
above isn’t as cut and dry. 

On one hand, Christmas trees, 
menorahs, and crescent stars have some 

religious significance. (How often have CrOSSWOrd Solution 
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Cheers and Jeers 

Cheers to Christmas Break. Enjoy it while 
you can. 

Jeers to censorship. Our wish list was so 
much brighter before the deadly red ink 
was unleashed upon it. 

Cheers to ponies. Pink ones are the best. 

Jeers to a myriad of assignments. Why do 
teachers find the week before Christmas 
break so appealing? 

Cheers to Kairos. Rarely do most people 
have a chance to open up and have a deep 
experience. 

Jeers to three deaths around Christmas 
time. Eric Gamble, Br. Bennet, and Br. 
Quigley will be dearly missed. 

Cheers to the capture of Saddam Hussein. 
It’s about time Mr. Becks made brutal dic¬ 
tators shave. 

Jeers to assignment extensions. It was 
assigned in August, my dear spiritual 
friends. 

Cheers to producing eight pages for this 
issue. Now people must decide between 
this section or the crossword puzzle... 

Jeers to people who get credit for very lit¬ 
tle work. Freeloading at the expense of 
others is not appreciated (especially during 
the holidays). 

Cheers to the half-day that begins 
Christmas break. Just in time to celebrate 
the non-denominational winter solistice. 

Jeers to college applications. When the the 
application is harder than the courses 
alone, there is a problem. 

Cheers to integration by decomposition. 
Those pickup lines are proven quite useful. 

Jeers to disease and those who spread it. 
Stay home and far away from school! 

Cheers to term paper extensions. Mr. 
Serraglio, we know you're reading. Thanks 
for understanding. 

Jeers to the lighting at the Lakewood bas¬ 
ketball game. How are we supposed to 
play in the dark? 

Cheers to the dollar day...yeah! 

The Edsman needs YOU! We 
need juniors, sophomores, 
and freshmen to write, pho¬ 
tograph, produce, and more! 
See Mr. Piche in room 123. 
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Senior Wish List 


Joe Baddour: A Red Rider pump action 
BB gun with a compass in the stock and a 
thing that tells time. I also wish for a sys¬ 
tem installed in my camel. 

Jake Baeehle: Mike Slovenkay to stop 
accusing me of stealing his stupid dog 
Smooches. Also an endless supply of pet 
squirrels. 

Timothy Beutler: More sleep and more 
time. 

Jon Bito: A lacrosse team, a day or two 
off for football. 

Kian Blackmur: Lishini Gidish Gadi in 
dedication to Scott Snider. So Pete F. 
wouldn’t make fun of my brown pants. 

Ed Boehnlein: That kickers start getting 
their names on mass-produced jerseys like 
Michael Vick and Terrell Owens. More of 
those moving sidewalks in public places 
that are fun to ride at the airport. 

John Bonchak: Mr. Bosley to bring food 
for his BC Calculus class more often. 

Dan Brimus: An official Red Rider car¬ 
bine action 200-shot range model air rifle, 
and for a Rizyk vs. Wasilewski: Round 
two. 

Brandon Brys: 1 wish PreUnion would 
actually practice and for a dragon named 
Trogdor, the Burninator. 


Mike Buckley: A Kampfer Mobile Suit to 
crush the Federation. SiegZeon, and for a 
chicken in a basket for all. 

Brad Cake: 1 wish for more Democrats, a 
snow day, and a sasquatch. 

Kyle Cameli: Rice a Roni (the San 
Francisco treat). 

John Campbell: Some snow days for 
once and a new football field. 

Brian Cantwell: A black, 1968 Pontiac 
GTO restored to perfection so I can beat 
all the Hondas. 

Marcus Dimitri Carranza: Will Finn’s 
throwback Spandex tights thing auto¬ 
graphed by Will Finn himself. I wish for 
Omar’s limited sweater vest collection. 
Jim Cocita: Catch the people who stole 
Mike Glodich’s car out of his driveway. 
John-David Corr: Three more state 
championships and that I get into college. 
John Coyne: I wish we would have a stu¬ 
dent center...can anyone say, “The Jack 
Kahl Administration Wing?” 

Brian Crisan: The first five volumes of 
the Bob Ostroin s Joke Encyclopedia, an 
angry gerbil toy from JoeCartoon.com, 
that editing for the Edsman would count 
towards my GPA, and for more people 
who “think in terms of cupcake br...” 


Chris Cullen: Sock’em boppers and a go- 
kart with spinners. 

John Curran: I wish to have the same 
problem that Seth Cohen from “The OC” 
has, and for Brooke from “One Tree Hill.” 
Owen Doneion: A CYO state champi¬ 
onship for the St. Angela Bruins, and a 
state championship in baseball. 

Cory Eardly: I wish for just one snow 
day, and for something good. 

Ed Ehrbar: Spinners on the Escort and 
for Mike Vick to come to Cleveland. 

Chris Erdovegi: I wish we could have a 
snow-day so I could go sledding! I wish 
we had intramural kick ball. 

John Fababe: I wish for a year supply of 
spray paint so that I can brighten our 
school classrooms. Ha! It’s not vandalism 
when its art. Baby! 

Will Finn: A special edition Dave Bruder 
CCM Hockey Belt and for a crypto calcu¬ 
lator for super-duper cryptos. 

Eric Foster: Garth Brooks to come out of 
retirement so I can see him live, Santa to 
come in a pick-up truck (YEE-HAW!!) 
and some slick cowboy boots under the 
tree! 

Devin Gallagher: Senior privileges. 

Tim Georges: I wish that we could leave 


school early if we have a study hall, and 
that seniors could wear polo shirts for the 
rest of the year. 

Brian Graney: A milkshake that is better 
than yours and college acceptance based 
on merit, not skin. 

Mike Gray: I wish for a giant, pure white 
afro and I wish for a wayne 2000 
Andrew Grusenmeyer: A new car with 
unbreakable windows, and that my house 
had an elevator. 

Dan Grygier: SETV-4 would come to its 
senses and realize worthless it is to waste 
another 5 more minutes before the week¬ 
end every Friday and I wish retribution to 
those who steal “Pirates of the Carribean” 
from the art room. 

Brad Gutherie: I wish for Pat Phelan to 
stop hating everyone, and that Pat Carey 
would take his Ritalin. 

Zach Hirzel: I wish I could find my 
shoelaces and that I could play putt-putt 
with Aghetti. 

Ryan Heil: That Amir become conserva¬ 
tive. I wish that Rugby will win States. 
Chris Jams: A snowplow for the school’s 
lawnmower and turf where all the natural 
grass is now. No more cutting grass. 



if. You few n , 

yourfrc&is ' 


Joe Konyesni: I wish Coach Whaley was 
still at our school because students didn’t 
mind talking and listening to him. 

Brian Klypchak: Some senior privileges! 
Coach Urbas becomes the Dean, Principal, 
King, and eventually President. 

Russ Koz: To leave school for lunch and 
study hall. 

Bob Kuhn: Respect for the Patriots for 
they actually won a Super Bowl in 2001- 
2002 and respect for Boston, who can put 
teams into the playoffs on a consistent 
basis. Cleveland should learn from 
Boston. 

Eddie Langhenry: A continuing domi¬ 
nance in intramural basketball, and for the 
next three terms to go by as quickly as pos¬ 
sible. . .at least the homework part. 

Dave Laux: I wish for a java.snowday 
and a rhombus. 

Pat Leimkuehler: I wish 12-page English 
papers were outlawed and that those who 
wrote them were compensated with a life¬ 
time supply of Zebra Cakes. 1 wish col¬ 
leges could learn to be more accepting, 
especially of people like me. 

Nick Lembach: I just want to stop pre¬ 
tending that I actually go to school here. 
Considering that lunch is three hours long 
now, that I have weight lifting right before 
lunch, and that my house is one street 
away. Can I go home for lunch just once 
so I can pretend I’m not being babysat? 


IVfic Yiju 
SfF My- 
FUlfMV 


Dan Lesjak: I wish for a silver Honda 
Civic on 20-inch rim and a body kit, to 
derail the salami truck. 

Travis Lydon: A baseball state champi¬ 
onship and a full scholarship to N.D. 

Dan Mackin: For teachers and the admin¬ 
istration to understand that students can 
smell and the boiler room isn’t a secret 
anymore. People... smoking kills. Mr. 
Serraglio on Broadway acting out the table 
scene from Tartuffe! 

Matt Masek: I wish we actually had sen¬ 
ior privileges! I wish we could wear black 
shirts. 

Ryan Mayer: For Kevin Bringman to 
return my boxers. To win the intramural 
and CYO titles. Go Bruins!! Go TBD!! 
For a seat next to Scott Snider at the VIP 
table at Jebner’s and a brand of french fries 
to be created called “Bito’s Stix” choles¬ 
terol. 

Nick McCann:For the mercy death of 
SETV-4. It deserved it long ago. That we 
can soon find Darwin’s missing link. He’s 
here in this school somewhere. 

Matt McDiarmid: I want Chris Popovic 
to give me back my Sinch CD and mix. 

Ed McGlynn: ...and for Mike to stop 
bothering me. 

Dan McGoun: I wish they would use 
rubber gloves during the cavity searches 
before entering the Kahl. 

Stephen McGuire: First period gym class 


but 4ba$KBl \y 


with Coach Zervas. “Get in the shower, 
you stiffs!” 

Tom Mone: I wish for the seniors to have 
the privilege to go out. 

Chris Moore: I wish we could have just 
one snow day before graduation, and a 
basketball state championship. 

Scott Nemeth: 1 wish that Laux will stop 
making his awful jokes and for some 
chicken in a basket. 

Kimmy Ng: I wish Omar Ather would 
give me back my game. That’s right, 
Omar, find it. I also wish for Asian privi¬ 
leges. 

Christopher Niehaus: A mute button and 
a state championship. 

Sean O’Reilly: A free day for the football 
state appearance, and for a rusty trombone. 
Rob Parkinson: A Red Rider BB gun, but 
I’ll probably shoot my eye out. I also wish 
for a senior privilege or two. What’s wrong 
with that? 

Pat Phelan: I wish Joe Konyesni will be 
my friend for all of my life. 

Amir Raed: More liberals and that people 
would stop giving me weird looks at air¬ 
ports. 

Alan Rock: I wish we could leave school 
for lunch and leave early for study halls. 
Matt Saunders: I want a history book and 
senior privileges. 

Bob Schrader: I wish I wasn’t getting my 
wisdom teeth pulled 5 days before 


Christmas. For one stinking snow day! 
Chris Schwarber: I wish for a Christmas 
visit from Douglas C. Giancoli. I wish 
people would stop applying to N.D. 

Mike Slovenkay: 1 wish that Jake Baeehle 
would give me back my dog that he 
stole... I can see through your lies, Jake. I 
know you have Smooches. I wish that I 
didn’t have this eleventh toe. 

Tony Spooner: I wish for student vs. fac¬ 
ulty boxing matches. I wish for happiness 
for the Gamble/Hearns Family. 

Clayton Stark: I wish seniors actually 
had privileges over underclassmen, 
besides being able to sit in the Kahl Center 
only on certain days. I wish we kept teach¬ 
ers we actually like and want to listen to in 
class, not the “proper” ones. (WHALEY) 
Ed Thomas: 1 wish that there were better 
“Cheers and Jeers” in the The Edsman and 
that, just once, the administration would 
realize that we do need a snow day every 
once in a while. It isn’t easy driving with 
snow up past the tires in your car!!! 

Andy Tima: 1 wish to be able to lift more. 
Dan Wallenhorst: A CYO state champi¬ 
onship for the Bad News Bruins and to 
wish the Gray Donkey a very Merry 
Christmas. May she rest in peace. 

Bobby Walsh: I wish for a Verizon 
Wireless picture cell phone. 



























Friday, December 19, 2003 


Features 


The Edsman Page 5 


Faculty Wish List 


Mr. Becks- For students to goosestep 
between classes and address all 
authority figures as “Mein Fuhrer.” 
Mr. Bosley- The removal of English 
from all schools and to improve my 
shooting ability with markers. 

Mr. Burns- I wish for student and 
faculty recognition of my existence 
and a pink fur on my walls. 

Mr. Cavoli- Sleep. For God’s Sake, 
LET ME SLEEP! 

Mr. Chunat- For more bridges to be 
sold, and fewer wiretaps and speaker- 
polarity reversals. 

Mr. Corrigan-1 wish for an earring 
and a scarf to complement my pink 
shirt. An extra copy of Mein Kampf 
Br. Guy-1 wish for more pig fetuses. 
What else is there to do with life, 
besides pig fetuses...Seriously? 

Mr. Fischer- To stop being 
ignored.. .by you-know-who. 

Mr. Flament- An autographed copy 
of Das Kapital. 

Coach Gibbons- For a difibrillator 
during pep rallies. 

Ms. Guzman-For more pet squirrels. 
Mr. Hitsman- All my jokes to be 
collected in one handy collection and 
sold to unsuspecting consumers. 

Mr. Kerr- A starting position on St. 
Edward’s BASEketball team. You 
can call me “Squeak.” 

Mrs. King- An annistice in all Clay 


Wars. Peace, brothers, the walls can 
only take so much. 

Mr. Lazos-1 wish to be named the 
official Storyteller of Saint Edward 
High School. 

Coach Lev- A megaphone, so that 
my classroom lectures can be deliv¬ 
ered to the entire 2nd floor, not just 
the adjacent rooms. 

Mr. Morton- To play Homza one- 
on-one in basketball. You’re goin’ 
DOWN, Mike! 

Mr. Pecot- for more indiscrimate 
detentions to athletes. That AP US 
History students may receive the 
score they richly deserve. 

Ms. Perry- A cake shaped like an 
equilateral right triangle. 

Mr. Piche- no more senior wish 
lists... Bah, Humbug! 

Mr. Reiling- More incense to 
asphyxiate my victims...I mean, stu¬ 
dents. A bucket of original, and a 
bucket of extra crispy. 

Mr. Serraglio- For all of life to be 
reduced to Adobe Photoshop, 

Tartuffe and the verbal section of the 
SAT. 

Mr. Tubbs- The price of cigars to go 
down drastically, and for Cubans to 
be legal again. That’s terrrrrrible! 
Coach Urbas- More kielbasa than 
any human being can possibly with¬ 
stand. Fire up, herbies! 
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ADVENT 




KINGS 




CAROL 





MISTLETOE 



ELVES 





MYRRH 




FRANKINCENSE 


NAVIDAD 



GIFTS 





NOEL 




GOLD 





ORNAMENTS 



ICE 






SNOW 




ICICLE 





SNOWMAN 



JESUS 










Reality TV goes rich 


By Brian Cantwell ’04 


Reality TV has practically includ¬ 
ed all facets of life one could think of and 
more. Networks broadcast people dating, 
gay men giving straight men makeovers, 
fairytale-like weddings, and of course 
extreme stunts and degrading acts. A new 
premise has entered the “slippery slope to 
the bottom,” as reality TV has often been 
called. The affluent, and sometimes 
downright decadent people of this country 
have made appearances on new reality 
shows. This is a complete reversal of the 
upper class tradition of keeping quiet 
about wealth, a trend which is apparently 
on the out. 

The most recent reality show and 
by far the most popular is the Fox show A 
Simple Life. This stars the now famous 


Paris Hilton, heiress to the Hilton hotel 
fortune, as well as Nicole Ritchie, daugh¬ 
ter of famed singer Lionel Ritchie. Both 
girls have lived a life of privilege; both 
have enjoyed the best that money can 
offer. Yet they apparently found a void in 
their lives of opulence — the chance to be 
poor. The show places the two personali¬ 
ties in a small rural town in an environ¬ 
ment far from their city-slicker lives. It is 
the classic “fish out of water” story with a 
little peroxide bleach thrown in.. 

Another show that goes against 
the modest wealth trend is MTV’s Rich 
Girls. It stars Ally Hilfiger, daughter of 
fashion designer Tommy Hilfiger, and 
Jamie Gleicher, a rich teenager who has a 
bit of a fame complex because she is on a 
reality show. MTV uses the tried and true 
formula of filming people 24 hours a day. 


It is then edited it in such a way that the 
people appear unbelievably idiotic, enter¬ 
tainingly shallow, and disgustingly super¬ 
ficial. However, this show goes beyond 
making the stars look foolish. 
Unfortunately for the stars of the show, it 
portrays them as petty, flighty, spoiled 
girls incapable of anything worthwhile. I 
almost feel sorry for them, almost. 

By far the most revealing of 
wealthy America is Bom Rich on HBO. 
This film was directed and produced by a 
descendant of the Johnson and Johnson 
brothers. I would assume it was funded 
with help of his trust fund, it was a far 
more documentary styled film than reality 
TV show, but still allowed a peek into the 
world of the rich. It featured the richest of 
the east coast elite, for example the daugh¬ 
ter of Donald Trump, Ivanka. I found it 


very enjoyable. Listening to wealthy 
young Americans talk of what buildings 
they will own, the magazines they control, 
their portfolios, and of course the obligato¬ 
ry trust fund, was very realistic, it was the 
most truthful of the reality shows about the 
rich, with revealing details of their lives 
that will shock most people. 

What is so odd about these shows 
is the willingness of some of the most 
affluent men and women in the country to 
allow people into their lives. This of 
course leaves them open for criticism, 
which is the exact reason that past genera¬ 
tions of the upper class have kept quiet 
about their money. Some used to believe 
talking publicly about money and wealth 
was impolite. Now rich people and televi¬ 
sion executives alike believe if you have it, 
flaunt it. 



Art by John Fababe ’04 and Ed McGlynn ’04. 
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Christmas Crossword Puzzle 


Nimit Kapoor ’06 



Across 


1. A form of precipitation... 

5. Holiday on Dec. 25... 

8. What we are all going to try to get more of 
during vacation... 


9. 


the snowman... 


11. You kiss when you’re under it... 

16. Santa’s eighth reindeer... 

23. Song including a partridge in a pear tree... 

25. The object Santa uses to get into your 

house... 

26. Santa’s fifth reindeer... 

30. Animals that pull Santa’s sleigh... 

31. _... the Lord has come... 

32. What you put on Christmas Trees... 

33. Original sixth reindeer... 

34. You hang these feet-shaped objects by the 

fireplace... 

Down 

2. ... and a 


happy new year... 

3. The season we’re in now... 

4. Original fourth reindeer... 

6 .__ 

to the newborn King... 

7. Nickname for Santa (_ Nick)... 

8. Have carrots as noses... 

10. He wears a red coat... 

12. Santa’s second reindeer... 

14. These jingle all the way... 

15. Santa brings them... 

17. The green thing you decorate... 

20. The Christmas flower... 

21. One of Santa’s little helpers... 

22. Santa’s first reindeer... 

25. Where you go on Sundays... 

27. Santa’s third reindeer... 

28. January 1st is the first day of the _ 

29. This reindeer has a red nose... 


glory 
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Kairos inspires its retreatants 



Ed McGlynn ’04 


Last week 33 juniors and seniors 
led by Mr. Reiling and other faculty mem¬ 
bers went out to the Inspiration Hills 
retreat center participated in the bi-annual 
Kairos retreat. 

Immediately the retreatants were 
asked to answer the question: “Why are 
you here?” Retreatants gave many rea¬ 
sons, including recommendation by 
friends, new perspectives on life, to see 
what all the crying is about, and to take a 
break from school. Personally, I attended 
for all of these reasons. 

Over the course of three days, 
members of the student team gave speech¬ 
es known as “witnesses.” These speeches 
detailed personal experiences, insights, 
and lessons learned. After each witness 
was done, the retreatants assembled into 
five groups and held discussions. 

It is a common misconception 
that Kairos has a highly secretive or even 
cult-like nature. While personal informa¬ 
tion discussed by retreatants are to be held 
in the strictest confidence, the details of 
the retreat itself are not. This confidential¬ 
ity allows retreatants to be completely 
open and honest during discussion sessions 
without having to worry about sensitive 
information being made public. The magic 
of Kairos lies in the exchange of personal 
experiences. 


The other retreatants and myself 
were struck by the intensity of the discus¬ 
sions and witnesses. I found them to be 
quite emotionally powerful and very 
insightful. An anonymous senior gave his 
thoughts: “During the course of the week¬ 
end, 1 had the chance to examine my life as 
a whole, and had several meaningful 
epiphanies. The retreat is an experience I 
will never forget.” 

Time in between speeches and 
team discussions was filled with a wealth 
of other great activities. Football games 
took place. Mr. Reiling led his infamous 
drumming sessions and guided medita¬ 
tions. There were even a few big surpris¬ 
es. 

Unfortunately, this article does 
not do the retreat the justice it deserves. I 
encourage every student to take advantage 
of this amazing opportunity. I approached 
Kairos with a skeptical yet open-minded 
attitude. While it didn’t radically change 
my life, I left with a tremendous amount of 
insight, and a great emotional high. Don’t 
take my word for it. Experience Kairos for 
yourself. 

Thanks to Mr. Reiling, Mr. Carey, Mr. 
Flament, Mr. Kerr, Mr. Wanner and the stu¬ 
dent team for their time and leadership, 
and thanks to the good people at 
Inspiration Hills. 


Brandon Brys ’04 


Kairos was one of the most mem¬ 
orable experiences of the year. Consisting 
of everything from “Old School Varsity” 
to “Down at the Pond,” it was a time 
where one could find something about 
themselves in the serene environment of 
Inspiration Hills in Burbank, Ohio. “Team 
Ramrod” and “Womponpogo” became 
words that had meaning to the point that 
“This is Dechant and I Ain’t Jonesin: 
McCann You Be Mackin Me an Extra 
Blackmia Wollenberger with Just a Little 
Bit of Wannton on the Side.” Kairos was 
a time where one could connect with God, 
himself, and others as the retreat center 
lived up to its name. 

It was a time where we could 
find a connection among the closest of our 
friends and find more about others that we 
have never seen before in our lives. We 
came to be one giant family, like brothers 
who ready to kill each other when music 
was blasted from the dorms (Jock Jams 
Vol. I), and buckets of water felt like a cold 
shower at 7:30 in the morning. And who 
could forget Dan Mackin using Eric 
Foster’s megaphone, which Jake Baechle 
hid the batteries. 

There were times where laughter 
could not be contained, and people could 
not keep their composure. Phrases like “hi 
lady,” “Trogdor,” and “mmmrahh” made it 


difficult to breathe. And who could forget 
Mr. Reiling and his dram and the powerful 
“storm” that took us by surprise. 

A significant amount of trust was 
built with each other as everyone was able 
to speak about what was on their mind. 
Witnesses gave powerful speeches that 
made us look into our own hearts and 
reflect. In the end, we became one union 
and used “Kai-RRROS!” to confirm its 
existence. And who could forget the tradi¬ 
tion of Kairos football, a battle in the 
trenches of mud? It became a game of 
inches, knockout hits, and a bloody lip as 
goal-line stances were won and Heisman 
winner Brendan Reynolds shined. 

“This was the most fun, enjoy¬ 
able, and moving retreats 1 have ever been 
on,” replied Mr. Reiling, the leader of the 
retreat. Reiling was surprised about the 
amount of students that signed up consid¬ 
ering that this was a retreat consisting of 
all guys, and that the upcoming February 
retreat is with the girls of Beaumont. 

Nevertheless, there were many 
memories shared among each other in 
which sometimes words cannot describe. 
Kairos was one of the top highlights of my 
senior year. Many people ask what made 
Kairos so great. This will forever be a 
secret in our hearts and those that want to 
find out should experience it themselves. 
Each of the retreatants took something out 
of Kairos and lived the fourth day. 


A Soldier has Fallen 

Conor Cronin ’06 


Not because of weakness, nor loss of hope 
Not because of want, nor because he gave up 

But rather because he gave it all he had, faced all the difficulties and fought back. 
Because he was a soldier. 

Because friends around him truly cared 

Because all that know him are praying for him 

He fought the battle that he couldn’t win, and went full force ahead 

Because he was a fighter. 

In the darkest of times he still found a way to see the light 
With God next to him every step of the way 
Guiding, showing, leading him through all the evils 
Because he was stronger. 

Through him that which we are given is joy and encouragement 

Happiness and laughter 

The power and will to do anything we want 

Because he was a teacher. 

We all take for granted that which we have in life 

Family, friends, jobs, homes, cars, money, relationships 

Until that day when in a blink of an eye everything we once knew is gone. 



We Will Never 
Forget You 

Conor Cronin ’06 


To a fallen soldier that was too 
strong for this world... we will never 
forget you, you are always in our 
hearts. May you live in peace with 
God forever and ever, with everything 
peaceful and no more pain. You taught 
us what it meant to be strong, you 
inspire us, and now it’s to you that we 
look for strength. May you watch over 
all of us, help us now in our difficult 
time. To a fallen soldier, in the mercy 
of God may you rest in peace. 
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No. 1 ranked Eagles open with a win 


Eddie Langhenry ’04 


The basketball team opened its 
season December 6, with a 73-65 win 
over the Firebirds from Chanel. The 
opening night test saw the Eagles show 
signs of being a good team but also 
included the obvious early errors. 

The match up put the Plain 
Dealer’s #1 team against the #7 team and 
its star guard Austin Weatherington. 
Weatherington led the athletic Firebirds 
with 17 points and the clutch baskets they 
needed at the right times. Flowever, the 
abundant guards of St. Edward made 
Weatherington play defense and he com¬ 
mitted five fouls, leaving Chanel without 
its best player for the stretch run. 

St. Edward began the game with 
a barrage of three pointers by juniors 
Bobby Bernhard and Matt Schaefer. An 
offensive put back by senior point guard 
Trent Morgan and the presence inside of 
senior Chris Moore led the Eagles to a 
20-20 tie at the end of the first quarter. 

The second quarter saw the 
Eagles turn up the defense as they were 
hustling and after the loose balls. The 
tough defense forced Chanel to shoot 
quickly from the outside. From there, the 
Firebirds were off the mark, as the score 
at halftime was St. Eds up 37-30. 

The second half saw the 
Firebirds get off to a quick start as they 
began on a 7-0 run. They came out apply¬ 
ing full court pressure and the Eagles had 
difficulties adjusting. Flowever, the 
Eagles turned to their height advantage 
and Moore began to assert himself on 
both ends. Defensively he blocked 
numerous Chanel shot, on offense the 
Eagles looked inside, and he got to the 
free throw line. 

The fourth quarter brought 
another Chanel charge as a lay-up by 


Anton Veasley cut the Eagles’ lead to 54- 
53. Again, the Eagles built the lead up 
only to see Chanel answer back. Finally, 
the Eagles’ depth wore the Firebirds 
down and their press proved futile with 
Morgan breaking it nearly by himself. 
Free throws by Morgan and senior John 
Curran put St. Eds up and on top for good 
as they won 73-65. 

The Eagles showed a balanced 
team as four players scored in double fig¬ 
ures, led by Moore’s 17 points, Morgan’s 
14, Curran’s 13, and Bernhard’s 11. 
Schaefer added seven points. 

The Eagles were missing senior 
forward Ryan Marando, an integral part 
to the team. Without him, the Eagles 
showed their inside weakness. They also 
missed his assistance in breaking the 
press as the Eagles turned the ball over 
and were unsuccessful in their offense 
without Morgan handling the ball. This 
is expected to improve as junior Anthony 
Gardner gets back into basketball shape 
following the football season. On the pos¬ 
itive side, the Eagles showed improved 
free throw shooting from a year ago. 

Tuesday, December 9, brought 
the Brooklyn Hurricanes to the Eagles’ 
Nest. In a late, completely dominant 
fourth quarter led by Marando and 
Morgan, the Eagles whipped Brooklyn 
80-58. The game began with the Eagles 
using the inside advantage of Chris 
Moore, and two straight three pointers by 
Morgan put the Eagles on top early. 
Brooklyn, as they did all night, fought 
back with outside shooting and move¬ 
ment away from the ball. A steal and 
behind the back dribble by Curran led to 
an easy lay-up for St. Eds. 

The second quarter put the 
Eagles in a position where their experi¬ 
ence showed. Brooklyn came out fighting 
and with the Eagles in foul trouble had 


the Eagles on the ropes. Although it was 
his first game of the year, Marando kept 
the Eagles in the game with seven points 
in the quarter. He started with a three 
pointer and then made a tough driving 
lay-up to put St. Eds up 24-22. 

Brooklyn would not go away. 
After missing the second end of a free 
throw, they got the offensive rebound and 
a basket to take a 25-24 lead. After pene¬ 
tration into the lane, Morgan fed Marando 
for an easy lay-up. The Hurricanes tied 
the score at 29 with a three at the buzzer 
to take the momentum into halftime. 

After trading two point field 
goals to begin the second half, a three by 
Brooklyn’s Dominick Grassi put them 
ahead 34-31. Morgan came down on the 
ensuing possession and calmly swished 
his own to tie the game. A Morgan lay-up, 
lay-up by Schaefer off a steal, and then 
two threes by Morgan and Marando, 
respectively, gave the Eagles a 49-43 
lead. The third quarter ended with the 
Eagles ahead 50-45. 

Finally in the fourth quarter, 
after chants of overrated by the Brooklyn 
fans the Eagles put this one away. A one- 
handed leaner in the lane by Marando, 
and a perfectly executed two on one 
ended with a Moore dunk from a 
Schaefer pass. This was a sign the game 
was over, and from there on out it was 
just a matter of how many points would 
the Eagles win by. 

One last three by Morgan gave 
the Eagles a seventeen-point lead and the 
bench was emptied. At the final buzzer, 
the final was St. Edward 80, Brooklyn 58. 
St. Eds was led by a 23-point effort from 
Morgan and a 20-point night from 
Marando. Moore added 16 for the Eagles. 


Wrestling team 
finishes third 
at Tro nm an 

Bob Kuhn ’04 


After beating St. Ignatius 67-3 and 
Kenston 44-18, the wrestling team took 
third place at the Ironman Tournament with 
182 points, 1 point behind Brandon, Florida. 
Blair Academy, the nations top ranked team 
won the tournament with 273 points. 

“The team wrestled very hard. It 
was disappointing to lose to the second 
place team by a point, but I’m not satisfied 
with losing to Blair by 90,” said Coach 
Urbas. 

Ranked 11th in the country going 
into the tournament, the Eagles shocked 
critics who thought the wrestling program 
wasn’t as good as previous years when they 
took third. The Eagles had nine place win¬ 
ners: Shawn Harris was fourth at 103 
pounds, Lance Palmer finished second at 
112 pounds, Clayton Stark was fifth at 119 
pounds, A1 Madsen finished fifth at 125 
pounds, Sean Nemec was fifth at 130 
pounds, Pat Phelan was second at 135 
pounds, Tony Spooner was sixth at 152 
pounds, Vince DiDona finished fourth at 
171 pounds, and John Coyne placed sixth at 
heavyweight. 

“Having a hard schedule such as 
wrestling in tournaments like the Ironman 
teach us our weaknesses and help us to pre¬ 
pare to win sectionals, districts, and states. 
The Ironman showed that we need to work 
when we are in the bottom position. We 
need to get better at escaping. The top posi¬ 
tion was our strength. Our practices have 
been hard and intense and if this continues, 
we are going to have a heck of a team,” 
commented Urbas. 


Cheer team creates a new vision 


Brian Crisan ’04 


It only took Kristen Marvinney 
three words to describe the difficulty of 
raising school spirit over the past three 
years. “It was drowning,” she said. In an 
interview with The Edsman, Marvinney 
and her fellow teammates shared their past 
experiences as ambassadors of school spir¬ 
it and expressed the depth of the cheer 
team’s current efforts this year. 

In the past few years, according 
to Coach Gretchen Ludwick, there has 
been “a general lack of enthusiasm for the 
school and its athletic teams.” Combined 
with other factors, this lack of school spir¬ 
it translated into the decline our cheerlead¬ 
ing program. In spite of the challenges left 
behind from previous years, our varsity 
cheer team has now taken steps in a differ¬ 
ent direction. With a renewed focus, the 
team hopes to return to the glory of what 
once defined cheerleading here at St. 
Edward. 

“Our team has grown in size and 
talent,” stated Catherine Cappetto. Both 
Kristen Marvinney and Catherine 
Cappetto are Magnificat seniors who have 
cheered for St. Edward for the last three 
years. 

Though the team has many hur¬ 
dles to face in the future, there is evidence 
that they’ve already begun making posi¬ 
tive improvements. For four days during 


their annual summer cheer camp, the team 
focused on developing new skills that 
would enhance their performance. Special 
attention was given to stunting and creat¬ 
ing new material to use during the year. In 
the eyes of the Ohio Association of 
Secondary School Administrators 
(OASSA), the team’s efforts deserved 
recognition as the “most improved squad” 
at camp. Earning such a title signaled the 
start of a new era for our cheering Eagles. 

Another obstacle left behind from 
previous years: poor communication with 
other student groups. “A lot of the old 
upperclassmen didn’t want to participate,” 
stated Marvinney. However, a cure to this 
chronic problem would soon be found. 
The cheer team started collaborating with 
the band and student council officers this 
year. It was a move that would ultimately 
result in better coordinated attempts to 
raise school spirit at football games and 
other sporting events. 

Student council president Ryan 
Mayer contacted Coach Ludwick over the 
summer and began looking for ways to 
work with the team on building a new 
sense of pride and camaraderie among stu¬ 
dents. Mayer also took a chapter from the 
history books. He looked for ways to 
revive the “Screaming Eagles” - St. 
Edward’s former student pep club. Mr. 
VanSlambrook also wrote several musical 
pieces that the band’s dram corp. could use 


in cooperation with the cheer team during 
the football season. 

Even with these improvements, 
however, many students still feel discon¬ 
nected from the cheer team. Students 
often contend that cheerleading isn’t a 
sport and many question how hard it is to 
simply jump up and wave your arms. At 
first, junior Greg Voltz had many of the 
same ideas about cheerleading. Once he 
joined the team himself, however, Voltz 
decided that his preconceptions were false. 
He then began stunting with the rest of the 
team and realized that cheerleading was 
not as easy as he first believed it to be. 

“It’s one of the hardest sports I’ve 
ever done,” Voltz said. In the past, he has 
also been involved in soccer and wrestling. 
When comparing his experience with 
other sports camps to cheer camp, Voltz 
believes cheer camp was the toughest. He 
asserts that the media has portrayed cheer¬ 
leading as a feminine sport and that guys 
don’t give it a chance, “They don’t under¬ 
stand what we have to do,” Voltz said. 
“They don’t see the work we do at prac¬ 
tice.” 

Nonetheless, Voltz lives in a 
world very different from the one of years 
past. He is St. Edward’s first male cheer¬ 
leader since Andy Deak in 1998. In con¬ 
trast, many of St. Edward’s early cheer 
teams had fewer females than males. 
When Coach Ludwick cheered for St. Ed’s 


in the mid-80s, she was one of only eight 
girls and eight guys on the team. 



Greg Voltz and Kristen Marvinney 
practice stunting. (Source: Coach 
Ludwick) 




















